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EXHIBIT  I. 

[  A  witness,  J03E3  UERBELAU,  called  by  the  investigating 
officer  entered,  was  informed  of  the  subject  natter  of  the 
investigation,  duly  sworn  and  declared  through  the  inter¬ 
preter,  ’IAS AO  FCTOOKA,  as  follows: 

Examined  by  the  investigating  officer: 

1.  0.  r’hat  is  your  name? 

A.  JOSEB  UERBELAU* 

2.  Q.  What  is  your  date  of  birth? 

A.  1908,  I  do  not  know  the  day. 

3.  Q.  Where  were  you  born? 

A.  NGEFBECHEP ,  ICOP.OR  ISLAND,  PALAU. 

4.  Q.  Vrhat  is  your  present  hone  address? 

A.  NGEREMID,  KOI  OR  ISLAND,  PALAU.. 

5.  Q.  Vfhat  is  your  occupation? 

A.  I  ar.  the  native  Chief  of  Police  for  military  government 
on  KOROP  IS LAUD. J 

6.  Q.  Prior  to  the  occupation  of  this  area  by  the  America? 
what  was  your  civil  occupation? 

A.  I  worked  for  JAPANESE  government  and  was  in  charge 
of  three  hundred  (  100)  natives  at  17  ILL  I  IK  Village  on 
BAB3LTHUAP .  I  was  not  paid.  , 


7.  Q.  Did  you  bear  military  arms? 


A.  No,  I  did  not. 

8.  Q.  Hoy;  long  did  you  do  this  work? 

A.  From  February.  194-5  to  August,  194 5« 

f  9*  Q«  Do  you  know  of  construction  of  fortifications  or 
military  installations  prior  tc  December,  1941? 

A.  Yes. 

10,  C>.  Do  you  know  the  type  of  installation,  the  place  of 
construction,  and  the  dnse  concerned? 

A.  I  know  of  a  gun  emplacement  constructed  at  NGERE’TjENGUI, 
BABELTHUAP,  in  1939^ 
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26.  0.  Did  you  pay  for  this  food? 

A.  No,  it  was  provided  free  of  cost. 

27.  Q.  Did  the  JAP ANESE  provide  a  place  for  you  to  live? 

A.  Yes. 

28.  Q.  Did  you  have  to  pay  for  it? 

A.  No. 

any  diys^ff?  thlS  poriod  of  work  on  the  airfield  did  you  have 
A.  No,  we  worked  every  day. 

30.  Q.  Could  you  take  a  day  of?-  if  you  wanted  to? 

A.  No,  we  were  put  in  jail  if  we  did. 

31.  Q.  ’"ere  you  ever  put  in  jail  for  taking  a  day  off? 
a.  No,  I  never  took  a  day  off  and  wa.s  never  put  in  Jail. 

off?Q*  Dld  y°U  °VGr  Se®  anyone  out  ln  Jail  for  taking  a  day 

A.  No,  I  did  not. 

33.  Q.  Did  the  JAPANESE  provide  you  with  clothing? 

A.  No,  they  did  not. 

34.  q.  Did  you  buy  your  clothing  fron  the  JAPANESE? 

A.  Yes. 

35.  Q.  What  did  they  charge  you  for  clothing? 

A.  The  prices  varied.  I  paid  from  5  yon  to  30  yon  for  a  pair 
o 1  pc\ nts. 

by*  the  JAFN^S??  V/3r°  this  work  wer3  y°u  treated  well 


A.  Yes,  I  was  well  treated. 

weilVthe  JAP,KES3ErMV03  W°rkinG  °n  thiS  pro3ect  troato,i 

A.  No,  sone  wtsre  r.is treated. 


38.  Q.  What  nlstreat^ont  did  you  see  the  JAPANESE  inflict 
upon  the  natives? 


A.  They  were  beaten  with  sticks. 


Q.  Who  beat  them? 


A  JAPANESE  Navy  Gonzoku  known  as  KAVTAHARA 
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53.  Q.  Did  you  work  there? 

A.  Yes. 

54.  Q.  Who  ordered  you  to  work  there? 


A.  The  PALAUAN  Governnent 
zation  of  the  South  Seas 


■)  a  branch  of  an  subordinate  organi- 
Governr-.ent. 


55.  Q.  "/hat  are  the  inclusive  dates  of  this  period  of  labor? 
A.  February,  1941  to  July,  1941. J 

56.  0,  ”'hat  did  they  pay  you? 

\  1  yen  50  sen  per  day. 

57.  Q.  What  was  tho  length  of  your  working  dcay? 


J*+.Thenlen3t^u of .tl^G  w°rking  day  on  this  project  depended 
ontirelj'  on  the  individual  laborer  and  the  effort  he  put 
forth.  The  average  working  day  was  from  5  a. in.  until  2  p.ra. 

58.  0.  Did  tho  JAPANESE  provide  shelter? 


A.  Yes,  tents. 

59.  Q.  Did  you  pay  for  shelter? 


A.  No. 


60.  Q.  Did  the  JAPANESE  provide  food? 

A.  No,  they  did  not  provide  food. 

5urins  this  period  of  work  were  you  allowed  any  days 
of  rest?  J 


A.  One  day  a  month  was  allowed. 

62.  Q.  Did  the  JAPANESE  treat  you  well  while  working  on  this 
project? 


A.  No,  I  was  mistreated.  I  was  not  whipped  but  I  was  not 
permit ted  to  leave  the  area  and  return  to  my  village. 

63.  9.  Did  you  see  any  natives  -is treated  by  the  JAPANESE  on 
this  project? 

A.  No. 


64.  o.  Where  did  you  work  prior  to  this  oeriod  of  forced 
labor  and  what  pa,r  did  you  receive? 


A.  I  worked  for  the  PALAUAN  Government  as  a  small  boat 
operator.  The  pay  was  1  yen  40  sen  per  day. 

^  65.  Q.  Did  you  see  then  place  the  gun  in  tho  emplacement  you 
worked  on? 


A.  Yes,  I 
in  place, 
on  it.  . 


saw  then  and  helped  tho  Navy  Gonzokus  put  tho 
Tho  gun  moved  around  and  up  and  down  while  I 
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66.  Do  you  have  any  knowledge  of  YA.P  ISIAND? 

.1.  No. 

The  witness  stated  that:  ho  had  nothing  further  to  sr.y. 

The  witness  was  duly  warned  and  withdrew. 

Verification  and  authentication  on  the  immediate  following 
pages. 
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Verification  by  witness: 

I,  Joseb  Uerbelau,  having  previously  testified,  was 
called  in  by  the  investigating  officer,  informed  that  ny  oath 
formerly  taken  was  still  binding,  and  having  ny  testimony 
read  to  no  in  the  Japanese  language,  declare  it  to  be  true 
and  correct. 


Joseb  Uerbelau  (signed). 


Verification  by  interpreter: 

I,  T-5  ?fasao  Kotooka,  6201  Special  Interpreter  Team, 
Western  Pacific  Base  Command,  USA,  being  duly  sworn  depose 
and  say: 

That  after  being  duly  sworn  I  translated  the  ques¬ 
tions  propounded  by  the  investigating  officer  to  Joseb 
Uerbelau  in  the  Japanese  language,  and  that  I  translated  the 
information  received  in  reply  to  each  question  in  the  Japanese 
language,  into  the  English  language. 

That  I  have  read  the  foregoing  transcript  of  testi¬ 
mony  to  said  Joseb  Uerbelau  and  declare  that  it  contains  all 
the  information  I  received  from  said  Joseb  Uerbelau. 


_ Masno  Uotooka  (signed) 

Verification  by  reporter: 

I,  Com  Richard  L.  Koll,  USMCR,  reporter  of  the 
testimony  in  the* foregoing  transcript,  being  duly  sworn, 
hereby  certify  said  testimony  was  taken  by  ne  in  longhand 
and  transcribed  by  me  and  I  dolcare  the  same  is  true  and 
correct. 


Richard  L.  Koll  (signed) 


We,  Joseb  Uerbelau,  T-5  Masco  Motooka,  6201  Special 
Interpreter  Team,  Western  Pacific  Base  Command,  USA,  and  Corp 
Richard  L.  Koll,  UST7CR,  hereby  declare  that  we  were  duly 
sworn  and  subscribed  our  names  to  the  foregoing  transcript 
this  26th  day  of  February,  1946. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  ne. 


_ Emerv  U.  Perry  (signed) 

Emery  M.  Perry? 

First  Lieutenant,  U.S.  Marine 
Corps  Reserve, 
Investigating  Officer, 
at  Island  Command,  Peieliu, 
Palau  Islands. 


I 


DOCUMENT  No.  6001 


Page  8 


The  testimony  of  this  witness  was  secured  through 
use  of  the  above  named  interpreter  after  the  witness,  inter¬ 
preter  and  reporter  had  been  -sworn  by  me.  The  witness  signed 
his  testimony  in  my  presence  after  such  testimony  had  been 
translated  and  read  to  the  witness  by  the  interpreter, 
evidencing  which  such  transcript  bears  ny  signature,  as  well 
as  the  signature  of  witness,  reporter  and  interpreter. 


_ Emory  V.  Perry  (signed) 

Emory  Perry, 

First  Lieutenant,  U,  S.  Marine 
Corps  Reserve, 
Investigating  Officer, 
at  Island  Command,  Peleliu, 
Palau  Islands. 
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